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I BAR BRIEF$
THE WORLD COURT
By the recent action of the senate the United States has elected to
adhere to the World Court. Officially this is known as the Permanent
Court of International Justice. It was established by a special treaty
called the Protocol of Signature, signed December 16th, 1920, by forty-
eight nations. The court consists of fifteen members, eleven judges and
four deputy judges, elected for terms of nine years by the Assembly of
the League of Nations, and by the Council, from lists of persons nom-
inated by the national groups in the Court of Arbitration, or in the case
of members not represented in the permanent Court of Arbitration by na-
tional groups similarly appointed. The judges do not sit as representa-
tives of particular countries, but rather represent the principal legal
systems of the world. The seat of the court is at The Hague, where its
sessions are held. Since its organization the court has held ten sessions
and has handed down eighteen judgments and opinions, twelve of these
being advisory. One other case is now pending before it. During 1925,
the court worked two hundred ten days, exclusive of the time required
for travel. All questions are decided by a majority of the judges pres-
ent, nine judges constituting a quorum. The court is open only to states.
Its jurisdiction is as follows: 1. All cases referred to it. 2. All mat-
ters specifically provided for in treaties and conventions in force. 3. As
to those states which shall have signed a special clause accepting com-
pulsory jurisdiction, all cases concerning: (a) The interpretation of a
treaty; (b) Any question of international law; (c) The existence of any
fact which if established would constitute a breach of an international
obligation; (d) The nature or extent of the reparation to be made for
the breach of an international obligation.
The adherence of the United States to the treaty has been voted with
five reservations and two declarations. Stated in general terms the res-
ervations are as follows: 1. The action of the United States does not
involve any legal relation to the League of Nations, or the assumption
of any obligations under the Treaty of Versailles. 2. The United States
is to participate in elections of judges upon an equality with other states'
members of the assembly and council. 3. The United States will pay a
fair share of the court's expenses, the amount to be determined by it. 4.
The United States may withdraw at any time from supporting the court,
and the statute of the court cannot be amended without the consent of
the United States. 5. Opinions must be rendered after due notice to
states concer ned and after public hearing or opportunity for hearing.
The declarations with reference to our adherence in effect are as
follows: 1. Any resort to the court by the United States shall be made
only through general or special treaties concluded between the parties
to a dispute involved. 2. This declares our traditional policy of not in-
terfering with internal affairs of other states and our determination not
to relinquish our traditional attitude toward purely American questions.
That is it restates the Monroe doctrine.
